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critique 1: 

^^Six Seconds in 
Dallas’^ 



by JoMph W. Mm! 

(Tbinl of A SoriM) 

“Six 8Mond« la Dallaa,'* by 
JiMdab Thompoon. 31A pacea. 
Mew York: Bernard Goto Aa- 
•oelateo. $8^. 

Durtnif Clay Shaw’s pre-trial 
baartnif In New. Orleans lent 
Harch, lawyera defending the 
gilegad cooaptrator In President 
Kannedy’a aaaasatnaCion sought 
to introduce the Wamm Report 
as evidence. 

Two judge* denied the mo- 
tion, one at them saytng that 
the report was "fretught with 
hearsay and contradiction.'* 
The failure at the Report to be 
allowed ae evidence and the 
reasone given for the denial 
were only the latest In a tong 
series of public embarrasw 
menCe tor the document. Joalah 
Thompson's brttUsnt book is an- 
other. The young phiioaophy- 
proCeasor - turned - Independent- 
tnveetigator goes aB of the other 
crtBca of the Warren Report one 
better by develapliig his own 
asaaseinatlon theory. 

It ie Thompeon's belief that 
critics oo longer can limit 
themselves to holding up the 
errars of the Commission to the 
public view: “It is the respon- 
sShtllty of future works to ad- 
dress themaeiyee to the quea- 
tkm, *Bow then did It bappenr'. 
to begin drawing all the evl- 
denoe together, and to attempt 
to make sense of if." 

As he began to draw the evl- 
dence together tor himself, 
'niompaDo soon tound tii*r the 
amateur film taken by Abra- 
ham Zapruder in Dallas that 
day provided the key to the 
riddle or the assassination. His 



curiosity srouaed by the move- 
ments of President Kennedy and 
Oovemor ConnaUy inaide tht^ 
oar, Thompeon examined the 
flbn oounllesa dmas, aiowlng it 
down and running it backwards 
os it suited him. Finally he em- 
ployed a method discovered by 
Philadelphia lawyer Vince Sal- 
andrla. By uatng alidee made 
from the film, and by showing 
two olides on two projectmrs at 
the same time, it is poestbla 
to iaolate the Omo, the mow- 
meots, the sequence of reac- 
tions by the vletima to the as- 
sassins* bullets. 

What this Mil lad to was 
Thompeon's rediscovering that 
President Kennedy and Gover- 
nor ConnaUy were not hit by 
the same bullet (CB 399), but 
by two different bullets fired 
an instant apart. The destruc- 
tion of the “single- bullet 
theory** conoooted by ■bT-trrtnnt 
oouDsel Arlen Specter Is, In ef- 
fect, the end of the “lone as- 
sassin*’ theory as well. The 9.3 
M a nnl l ch er<3afcano could not 
have been operated rapidly 
enough to enable a single kfUer 
to fire all of the shots. 

Bolstering his findingB oo 
film by numerous interviews 
and reassessment of evidence 
undigested, misused or uom- 
Irtetely ignored in the 37-vohim8 
Report and Hearings and Ex- 
hibits. Thompson concludes that 
four bullets were fired; th«i 
three, not .one, assasaina were 
involved, and toat they fired 
from three dittorent 

One of the ssaaaatns was tn 
the southeast corner of the 
Texas School Book Depoattory. 
(the window cited by the War- 
rea Coramlssloo as the source 



of sU the shots). The second 
assassin was on the roof of an 
adjacent building, either tha 
Oal-Tex or Dallas County Re- 
oorda Building. lOUer number 
three was behind the stockade 
fenoe oo the grassy knoU In 
(rant of the Presidential 
limousine. 

R Is a sod point of interest 
that neither the Dal-Tex nor 
the Records buildings were 
searched or guarded by Secret 
Service agents before or after 
the flaes/isinatloo. One official 
did run through the Dal-Tex; 
but as Thompson points out, 
the Records buildings, as a go- 
vernment offloa. was presum- 
ably above suspickm. 

Tha first shot and the third 
were fired from the Daposttory. 
Both struck the President. The 
second, which wounded Gover- 
nor OonnaUy, came from the 
Dal-Tex or the Records build- 
ing. Tha fourth shot originated 
frosn the grassy kmotl. As 
Tharapecn tells B: 

Behind the stockade fence, 
a third bed heexd 

the first two shots and seen 
that the Pnesidont was atm 
sitting upright. His 
shot, fired perhaps from a 
kMg-baireled pistol at a 
range of less than 40 yards, 
would be the consplratoni' 
lasunnos policy. It did not 
fail them. As the evidence 
adduced earUer shows, It 
drove Into the right tempor- 
al region of the President's 
skull, snuffing out John Ken- 
nedy's life . . . 

Thompson points to testinxmy 
of the CommissiaD's star wit- 
nesses to make the case against 
the Report's concimipns even 
stronger, ie.g. Howard Bren- 
nan. who saw the rills being 
withdrawn back into the sixth 
floor window refers to only two 
shots earning fr o m that point.) 
Thompson riatrw (he sae- 
ond shot fired from the TSBD 
covered the sound of the fourth 
shot of ths day. 



critique 2: 

The Garrison 
Case & Its Cast 



by Howard Romaino (LNS) 

PIATT OB i*OUTlCSr THE 
GARRISON CASE it IT8 CAST, 
by Ro s e m ary James k Jank 
Wardlaw, New Oiieaiw: PeU- 
caa PobllahJng Hoasa; fl.TS 
paper. 197 pp. 

NEW ORLEANS ~ At the 
t'jorner a crowded Uny bookstore 
drew me tn. A great stack of 
the January Issue of Ramparts 
With Garrtson’fi picture domin- 
ated one mogaidne aheU; next 
to It W04 a neat pile of the 
lateet edition of the Loe Angeles 
Free Press, featuring Garri- 
son's speech al the Umversity 
of New Mexico— a speech wide- 
ly imraported in the natktnaJ 
media. On the oppoatte side of 
the store the paperback rack 
held A complete file uf books 
critical of tha Wamm Report; 
Weisberg, Epatein. Lane and 
me I had not seen before — “Plot 
or PolltlcaT The Garrison Casa 
tintl Its Cast" by Rosemary 
James and Jack Wardlaw, two 
I local States-Item reporters. 
Mm. Jame* turned out to be 
the writer who first tiroke the 
story last February itiaii Gar- 
rtson was investigating thn as- 



sassination. Jack Wardlaw is a 
coUeegue who has been cover- 
ing the case regularly since 
then. 

It's different in the rest uf 
the ooumry where the cose Is 
not tollawed ao (doaely in the 
press, where people don't know 
as much and where Garrison 
is ns yet on abstract and re- 
moved figure to be mocked by 
Newsweek and intimated to be 
a little 'ofr mentally by that 
citadel of truth, the Pentagon. 
Hut here in New Orleans be is 
a rather flamboyant D-A. whom 
people have known tor six 
yean, who has never lost a 
major case, who hod previously 
buedeed head-on with several of 
the judges who have accepted 
much uf his testimony to date, 
Indicting Shaw and convicting 
two men of perjury wimi they 
had changed their atcuiea; and 
he is telling them that their 
government Is systematically 
lying about the asBossination of 
the former President. 

n was the same everywhere. 
Cabbies, bartends. shop 
clerks, all the little people that 
Governor Wallace talks to and 
radloals dream about saving. 



They all know about Garrisan. 
They read the local papers 
which give thorougfa coverage 
to the case, and many feel that 
something very big la going to 
happen, even to the pomt of 
sensing that something la ter- 
ribly wrong in Washington, 
even woTae than they feared 
during the lost deexule of “in- 
tegration is Oommunism'' hys- 
teria. 

Many, perhaps most of them, 
hated or desplsod Kennedy 
when he was alive; but many of 
them hate Johnson as much or 
more. Perhaps It was only in 
the South that Kennedy could 
luivo been killed, and perhape it 
is only in the South that ficople 
hate and distrust the Federal 
government so much that they 
con beheve it would have the 
gall to bide the real im*a«mTm 

I read" Plot or Polltloa?'* as 
yet undecided about Qairlson. 
Critical of the Warren Report, 
yes; but critical of Garrison al- 
so, because, even with Vietnam, 
I wondered how such a big lie 
as on assassination cover-up 
could lie possible. There would 
be too many people and surely 
a few, or even one. who would 



The crucial factors here are 
the trajectories of the shots. 
This Is diseovared by various 
means, idUof among them the 
nature of the injuries to the 
vlotims. A deep wound low In 
the PresideA'a cerebellum, for 
Instance, makes a shot from 
the Depository window an Im- 
posaibiUty. The angle of Gover- 
nor Gannally's bock wound does 
the same. The single-bullrt theo- 
ry goes to plecea aQ over._ R 
may not be well-known, but on 
the day It published its find- 
ings, the Warren Commission 
was spilt on the single-buUot 
thesis, n glossed over (he mat- 
ter by saying that the theory 
wes not assential to the belief 
In a lone aasaaetn. No one ha- 
Ueves this anymore. 

Thompeon says he hasn't suf- 
ficient evidenoe to determine 
tha guilt or innocence of Lee 
Harvey Oswald. Certainly the 
tifle found in the TSBD was 
Oswald's, 'but there is nothing> 
to prove Oswald was firing it 
There Is much to prove that 



no more than two shots were 
fired and that locations other 
than the TSBD were sources of 

The remarkable feature of 
Thompson's work la the 
almoephere of rationality tn 
which It is spawned. There Is 
no shrill outcry against govern- 
ment, no howls that A 
conspiracy to conceal (he truth 
existed os well as the provoi 
conspiracy to kill the PzesidenL 

Sensible as the book la, it ki 
not surprising that Life Maga- 
sine la moving in court to have 
all copies at “Six Seconds tn 
Dallaa" Impounded and destroy- 
ed. Lite does not like the 
of drawings made from “Ita" 
Zapruder film appearing in the 
book. 

Life didn't say that tt disliked 
the Idea of pictures at “itaf' 
President, John F. Kennedy, be- 
ing shown ae he was murdered 
in 'Hts'* country, the USA. I*a 
beC you didn't know (hat a 
weekly magaxlne owned the 
free world. 





Ttia uppermost picture shows a cadaver's wrist throofb which 
a bullet similar to the one supposedly fired al Governor ConnaUy 
has passed through. Note the extreme flattening of the bullet's tip. 
On tbe bottom la Governor Connalty's wrist, and the bullet used 
In evidfSBce ue the one which tors through tt. Joslah Thompson 
uses these conirasttng exbibUs as port of his argument against 
the Warren Report's single bullet theory. 

Photo Courtesy Bernard Gelas Asaoctatss 



have talked by now. Maybe 
some have even tried. 

It is an esssntial book. In 
ortap newpoper style, WardJtiw 
and James describe tha evolu- 
tion of Garnsoo's case. They 
evaluate the evidence produced 
thus far, deecrtbe the blows of 
the national media and their ef- 
fects on Che cose and analyze 



Qarrlaon's motives. In the proc- 
ess of telling the story, rich de- 
toUa of Garrison’s caner and 
biographical sketches of the 
Judges, key witnesses and the 
accused ore provided. One gets 
the feelihg that these people are 
bemg described as they ore, an 
(Continued on Page 14) 
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they appear to other New Or- 
leaneans, not as the readers of 
some national magazine would 
like them to appear. And. most 
importantly for getting a feel 
for the case, the book includes 
excellent photographs of all the 
key figures : Garrison, Clay 

Shaw, Penrle, Arcacha Smith. 
Andres. Monk Zelden. etc. 

It all began one day when 
Garrison happened to be on tihe 
same plane to WasWngton as 
Sen. Russell Long from Louisi- 
ana and John Rault, an oilman. 
Sen. Long mentioned that he 
thought the Warren Report was 
virtually a fabrication. So Gar- 
rison read it, and its critics, 
and reopened his investigation 
undercover. That was in No- 
vember, 1966. By February, 
Rosemary James, who regu- 
larly covered the restive D.A.’s 
office, had figured out that 
something was going on. Gtoxri- 
son had been too quiet for too 
long. By tracing his and his 
staff’s travel through receipts 
available to the public, she de- 
duced what they were doing and 
broke the story in the States- 
Item. 

Shortly after the original 
flurry over the announcement 
of the investigation had cooled 
down, David Ferrie was found 
dead in his apartment. It turned 
out that Ferrie had been under 
surveillance by Garrlsc»i*s men 
for two months and would have 
been arrested within a week- 
had he not died. 

Soon after, Garrison arrested 
Clay Shaw. The city was 
breathless. Clay Shaw is a re- 
spected andlr powerfnlv • member 
of the New Orleans business^ 
and cultural - elite ; to accuse 
such a man of plotting to as- 
sassinate the President could 
only have one result. It caused 
people to question Garrison’s 
motives, and his sanity. But in 
the preliminary heaifng for 
Shaw, Garrison produced a sur- 



cf the writers makes their 
cautious conclusion — more in 
favor of Garrison and the pos- 
sible future success of his in- 
vestigation than opposed — 
much more convincing than 
those defenders with vested 
political interests in “getting 
TOmething on“ the Cold War Es- 
tablLshment, such as Ramparts 
or The New York Review. Here 
is the tone: “Is it not possible 
to guess (without sounding too 
much like a New Leftist rally 
or like Ramparts magEdzne 
that the American Establish- 
ment would rally to .suppress 
this information? Could not then 
the vast Investigative powers 
of the C.I.A. and the F.B.I. be 
turned toward burying the evi- 
dence rather than uncovering 
lt?“ 

At the end of the book. Ward- 
law and James return to that 
part of the Garrison story which 
is most Important to many now, 
at least untU the u Shaw trial. 
What are Gafri^pii's motives, 
and how db- ^ese^ m^ves rer 
fleet on the credibility of his 
claims? 

The authors also are espec- 
ially well prepared to deal with 
this topic because of their long 
acquaintance with the man and 
the area. *In fact, it is the 
wealth of detail about New Or- 
leans ' and Louisiana politics, 
and about Garrison himself as 
a man that makes this book so 
important at this particular 
time. For most of the other 
writers who believe in Gieuri- 
son, he is just another cog, an- 
other piece, in that weird and 
frightening turning - ^ fascist 
struchir^ li^ed ‘America. But 
for James and Wardlow he is 
a very real and forceful local 
D.A., regardless of the role he 
is or may be playing in a larger 
perspective. 

Out of their very local per- 
sipeotive, they point out that if 
he just' wanted sensationalism, 
there were several points where 
(Continued on Page 15) 



pri.sa eye-witness. Perry Russo, 
who identified Shaw as a co- 
censpirator with Ferrie and one 
Leon Oswald in tile Kennedy 
assassination. 

The authors call attention to 
one of the most striking l%aJ 
developments to date: when 

Shaw’s defense attomey, Dy- 
mend, attempted to introduce 
the Warren Report as evidence 
to discredit Russo’s testimony, 
D.A. CHiarles Ward objected. He 
contended that the Warren Re- 
port “had never been proven in 
court." 'The judges upheld the 
objection on the grounds that 
the Warren Report is hearsay. 

The very tone of the book 
lends tremendous credence to 
its conclusion — it describes and 
weighs both sides. It is different 
from what Weisberg does in his 
Whitewash books for Instance. 
Moreover, the political stance 
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His Cast 



(Ck>ntlnued from Page 14 ) 
he could Jhave bo>;v’ied out grace- 
fully — ^but he didn’t. B^irther- 
more, “it would seem incred- 
ible that Garrison would risk 
destroying himself on a quix- 
otic venture unless he had some 
confidence in the outcome, and 
he exudes self-confidence.” 

So what does this book mean? 
And if Garrison does come up 
with a case, what will that 
mean? I remember that cau- 
tious statement by the two 
authors, carefully distinguish- 
ing themselves from the New 
Left and then accepting, ten- 
tatively and cautiously to be 
sure, the New Left's version of 
the assassination cover-up. 
Then I wcnider if diey are taking 
that next New Left step to con- 
sider, that if this Is true, what 
America has become. 




